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"� HYPERLINK "http://www.heartlight.org/articles/201303/20130326_little_thing.html"��It's Just a Little Thing... Not Really!�


Written by � HYPERLINK "mailto:tomnorvell@mac.com"��Tom Norvell�


	Have you noticed that much of life is made of events, happenings, opportunities or things that might fall into a classification of a very little thing, but not really? You may have another way of describing them, but you know the kinds of things to which I am referring. 


	On the negative side, it may be that hangnail that, no matter how hard you try, you cannot clip. It's a little thing but not really. It may be that person at work who gets on your nerves. You come into the office with a great attitude and within minutes after a short interaction, your day is ruined. It's a little thing but not really.  


It may be that conversation that you seem to have over and over again with your boss or your spouse or your children. You have had the same conversation a hundred times. Nothing ever changes. You talk about changes but nothing ever does. It's a little thing but not really. 


	Maybe it is that sound in your car. It is a rattle, or it is a squeak. You cannot pinpoint where it is coming from. Everything else is quiet and smooth, except for that noise. It's a little thing but not really. 


	It could be that bump on the side of your face. Not a big bump. It turns an odd shade of red. It is a little tender. Finally you go to the doctor, and he says, "We better have it checked out." It appears to be a little thing, but maybe it's not really. 


It may be that cough that just will not go away. You have taken some over-the-counter cough medicine. That helps for a few minutes, but it starts up again when you lay down. You call the nurse and she says, "You better come in. It sounds like a little thing. But maybe it's not." 


	Maybe it is that thing that your husband does, or does not do, that hurts you, or disappoints you, or makes you question whether or not he really loves you. He says he does. But if he does, would he not take your feelings into consideration? Why does he keep doing that? Why is he not listening to me? You try to ignore it. Everything else seems to be going well. Do I really want to stir things up? It's such a little thing but maybe not. 


	On the positive side, there are many little things that can make a profound difference in how you approach the day. The person in the drive-thru at Starbucks pays for your coffee. It's a little thing, but not really. 


	The person coming through your checkout line compliments you on your nice smile. It's a little thing but not really. You stand before an audience and say, "I do." These are two little words that change lives forever. It's a little thing but not really. 


	The note you received in the mail from the friend you have not seen in a long time. It's a little thing but not really. 


	You led a prayer at church. You could not remember what you were trying to say and had a long awkward pause. You stumbled all over yourself. And you felt like you did a horrible job. But one of the older men came to you and said, "You did a great job! Thank you for your prayer." It's a little thing, but not really. 


You walked into the new church congregation for the first time. You are all alone in a new city and in a new church. A young couple saw and came toward you, introduced themselves, and asked if you would like to sit with them. They introduced you to several members, invited you to their class, and took you home for lunch. It's a little thing but not really.  


	Jesus talked about offering a cup of cold water in His name (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?sr=0&t=niv&query=Mark%209:41" \n _blank��Mark 9:41�). He told stories of stopping to help a stranger. He rebuked His disciples when they tried to stop little children when they ran to Him. They seem like little things but not really. 


	THE CHALLENGE: be the person who does the things that make life more positive; don't be the person who does that little thing that can turn a day wrong. Do that thing that we would call a little thing but not really.








A COLD CHURCH, LIKE BUTTER, WILL NOT SPREAD.





When life gets to be more than you can stand, kneel. 

















Family News


Bible Bowl practice this afternoon at 5:00 and a youth session will follow the evening service. 


HRR pantry item for Feb. is pasta sauce and dry spaghetti.
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Finance - Larry Reynolds:  903-767-0742 





Wednesday Devotional Speaker: Larry Reynolds
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Then the people said to Moses, “You speak with us, and we will listen; but let not God speak to us, or we will die” (Exodus 20:19).


	As long as we can keep God’s voice at a distance, we tend to put off facing our responsibilities. If we convince ourselves that His will is uncertain, we can replace action with doubt. But when God speaks, clarity replaces uncertainty. The question is no longer “What could God be asking?” but simply “Will we obey?” God has spoken, we have heard, and there is nowhere left to hide. The moment for obedience has come.


	Consider how we treat the Bible. Maybe this is why we so easily neglect it. And even when we do open it, we can get lost in endless debates over what it means, turning study into argument instead of letting it shape our hearts and guide our lives. God’s Word is far clearer than our disputes suggest. Too often, we are simply avoiding “opening the mailbox.” We talk and wonder about His will, when deep down we already know what He is asking of us.


	God has spoken plainly. What He desires is not more discussion, but our obedience—faithful, immediate, and wholehearted.


	“Why are we so afraid of God speaking to us? Is it because we know that when He does, we must either do what He asks or admit that we will not obey?” —Oswald Chambers  Written by Gary Henry, rephrased by Chambers, submitted by J. Casey





PRAYER LIST:


Vicki Dodson, Mark Sharpin, Lisa Fields, Robert Ballard, Steve Newman,  Jennifer Boyd, Clem Williams, Nina Wharton, Jean Martin, Robert & Pat Slone
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