
 

How to be Forgiven 

 “Will God forgive me?”  This is a question that is frequently asked.    People of all ages from teens to adults 

caught up in sin realize the error of their way and are ready to turn from it, wonder if they are banished from 

Heaven forever.  I read about two teens that wrote: “I’m scared! I don’t want to go to Hell!”  They ought to be 

scared as hell is a scary place.  Any reasonable person would be afraid of going there.  So, the question, “Will 

God forgive me?”   The answer is “conditionally yes” and the next few minutes we will be looking at “HOW 

TO BE FORGIVEN.” 

           

The living God in heaven takes no pleasure in condemning the wicked.  Listen to what he told the OT prophet 

Ezekiel.    Ezekiel 18:21-23 But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all 

my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die.  …  (23)  Have I any 

pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, 

and live?   This is why He is willing to forgive when the wicked are willing to change.  This is way he has 

delayed his return to destroy this world.   He takes no pleasure in condemning the wicked.   2 Peter 3:9 tells us, 

is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 

  God took the initiative to restore mankind.  He made available spiritual blessings from heaven and these 

blessings are found in Christ Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: Certainly, forgiveness is a spiritual 

blessing.   But recall the prophet Ezekiel put a condition on receiving God’s forgiveness and that was “if the 

wicked will turn from all his sins…, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right.” 

To keep all the statutes means to keep the commands of God and to do so one needs faith.    John 3:16-

17 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 

not perish, but have everlasting life.   God loves man enough that he gave his most precious and only begotten 

son as a sacrifice.  The purpose of this sacrifice is seen in v17.    For God sent not his Son into the world to 

condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.   God wants us to be saved, but saved 

from evil; not saved in evil.   There are conditions to His offer of salvation; the rest of this lesson will discuss 

those conditions.   

THE FIRST IS FAITH, but faith itself is based on something. God gave us a book that we might learn 

from it. Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.     It doesn’t mean 

you need to learn the entire Bible by heart before you can think about salvation.   I don’t know anyone who 

feels they have grasped all the truths hidden in its pages. It is a book designed to bring deeper and richer 

meaning each time you study it.   But there is a minimum necessary; one must believe in God.   Hebrews 

11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and 

that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.   

 Secondly one must believe that Jesus was resurrected. Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy 

mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 

saved. 

 

 CONFESSION: This passage in Romans 10 tells that being saved entails more that simple belief.  Notice that 

it couples confession with belief.  One is just as important as another.  Notice too that this is not a confession of 

sin but rather it is a confession of faith.   While we are in sin, we act like God isn’t there; we ignore God.  But 

this is not the way for the Christian.  His life is changing.  Matthew 10:32-33 Whosoever therefore shall 

confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  (33)  But whosoever 



 

shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. 

Confession involves at least two things.   For one it involves standing up for the Lord.   God doesn’t 

want secret agents. If you believe God with all your heart, soul and mind, then you are expected to stand up and 

be counted as a Christian, even if it means giving up what you value.  Matthew 10:34-37 Think not that I am 

come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.  (35)  For I am come to set a man at 

variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her 

mother in law.  (36)  And a man's foes shall be they of his own household.  (37)  He that loveth father or 

mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 

me. 

  Secondly, confessing Jesus might mean giving up doing things that everyone else is doing. 1 Peter 4:1-4 Peter 

tells us that like Christ suffered, we might expect the same.    Then he adds (2) That he no longer should live 

the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.  Do you see a change here, and this 

change is a visible change which in essence is a confession of your faith?    (3)  For the time past of our life 

may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of 

wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries: But now that you have changed, notice in v4 how 

they will treat you.   (4)  Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, 

speaking evil of you 

 

 THE NEED OF REPENTANCE:    It doesn't take long, as you go through the Scriptures, to realize just how 

far from the mark we have come.  Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  There 

are several ways a person can react to this: 

1. You could deny it and pretend that everything is perfectly fine just as it is. 

2.  You can feel miserable for yourself and get others to sympathize with your mise 

3.  You can be like a scared rabbit. Fearful of being where you are, but also afraid of moving because it 

might be in the wrong direction. 

4. Or, you can do something about it. 2 Corinthians 7:9-10 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, 

but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might 

receive damage by us in nothing.   (10)  For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be 

repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 

  Your fear of being wrong ought to fire you up to making changes in your life, as did the apostle Paul. Acts 

26:19-20  Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision:  (20)  But shewed 

first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the 

Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance. 

 

 THE NEED TO ENTER A COVENANT WITH GOD:   If you wish God to save you, you must enter into 

an agreement with God; that is, a covenant.   Under the Old Testament (aka Old Covenant), the Israelites bound 

themselves to God’s authority by the circumcision of its men.  Circumcision, of itself, did nothing to save these 

people.   The act served a testimony that the people had entered a covenant relationship with God.  Salvation is 

a gift God offered them for being in His covenant.   Being circumcised didn’t earn them salvation, but because 

God said they needed to do it, not being circumcised meant they would not be saved.   Circumcision showed 

their willingness to submit to the Will of God. 

 In the New Testament, there is a similar rite. In writing to Christians in the church at Colossea Paul 



 

would write.   Colossians 2:11-13  In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without 

hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:    (12)  Buried with him 

in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised 

him from the dead.    (13)  And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 

quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; Baptism, like the OT circumcision, is a 

spiritual covenant with God.  God promises forgiveness and in return you promise faithful services. 

  Baptism without prior faith is useless. The immersion has no meaning. Baptism without a commitment 

to change is useless. It would be like bathing a boy just before sending him out to play in the mud.  Baptism 

without confession is useless. If you aren't committed to keep the covenant, then why bother? 

Baptism is loaded with symbolic meaning - Romans 6:3-7 we notice the emphasis on dying to sin to 

gain a new life.  If you are afraid of dying in your sins, then you need to have God remove them.   My advice is 

to echo the word of Ananias to Saul of Tarsus.  Acts 22:16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, 

and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. 

 

 IT DOESN’T END HERE:  Entering into a covenant with God makes you a servant of the Most High.   A 

servant must be obedient to his master.  Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 

enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  You have a 

lifetime of learning how to serve God and improving your service.  But it doesn’t happen without effort 

 

 Ezekiel 18:21 But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, 

and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die.   Will God forgive me?   The 

answer is yes, he will if you are willing to keep his statues which entail:  

1. Believing in Jesus 

2. Willing to change your life – repentance 

3. Willing to confess your faith 

4. Enter a covenant relationship with God – baptism 

5. Faithful living 

 

Being a Christian is not a free ride.  Will you leave your fears behind? 

 

 Invitation 

 


