
Story of Grace

1 Timothy 1:12-17

If I asked you to give a testimony of how God has changed your life, what would you tell me? If you are
a Christian, you have a story to tell. The scriptures are full of before and after stories. As the apostle Paul writes
his first letter to his young protégé, Timothy, he pauses to give his own testimony.

1 Timothy 1:12-17 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me
faithful, putting me into the ministry; (13) Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious:
but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. (14) And the grace of our Lord was exceeding
abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. (15) This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. (16) Howbeit for this
cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them
which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. (17) Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible,
the only wise God, be honour and glory forever and ever.

To understand God’s grace is to see it at work. Grace is not just a theological concept or Bible
catchword. Grace is what God has done, and what He continues to do, in response to the sinful choices of men.
God’s grace changes everything.

Before Grace (1:12-13) – Paul is often found expressing thanksgiving to God in his letters. It is not hard to
understand why Paul, formerly known as Saul of Tarsus, was appreciative of God’s grace. He knew what He
was before Christ, and before God extended His grace. He is indebted to Christ alone. He is not a self-made
man, or the product of good fortune and hard work.

“I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an injurious man…” he said. The scriptures trace some
of Paul’s past for us. The testimony of the Paul’s conversion occurs 6 times in the NT. Who was he?

In Acts 26 Paul told Agrippa that he lived as a Pharisee, the strictest sect of the Jews, and then he added,
(vs 9-11) I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of
Nazareth. (10) Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having
received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against
them. (11) And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being
exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities.

He describes his former self to Timothy regarding:
A. HIS RELATIONSHIP TO GOD – He was a blasphemer. A blasphemer is one who slanders

God, who overtly speaks evil of Him. Not only had Paul been a blasphemer, he had compelled others to
blaspheme. Remember what he told Agrippa.

B. IN HIS RELATIONSHIP TO CHRISTIANS – He was a persecutor. He tried to destroy the
church by putting Christians in prison and facilitating their murder. Galatians 1:13 For ye have heard of my
conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God,
and wasted it:

C. IN HIS RELATIONSHIP TO OTHERS – He was an injurious man – He was one who was not
willing to show kindness; instead he was harsh and insulted. Given Paul’s violent past, it is no wonder that
Ananias (Acts 9:13) and the disciples (Acts 9:26) were slow to accept him.

Acts 8:3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and
women committed them to prison. This man was ravaging the church and dragging people from their houses
and putting them in prison. Chapter 9:1 says Paul was “breathing threats and slaughter (i.e. murder) against



the disciples of the Lord.” Paul consented to the stoning of Stephen. Nowhere does Paul attempt to justify his
actions. He fully admits his guilt and, no doubt, always regretted his life before grace.

We all have a story. Just as Paul was brutally honest about his sinfulness, we need to be honest, at least
with ourselves, about where we were before Christ. What did your life look like before your conversion? We
must see ourselves as God sees – dead in our sin, without hope. Now verse 15 of our text Paul describes
himself as a “chief sinner” – NIV says “worst sinner of all” Paul’s appreciation of God’s grace rested upon his
honest and accurate assessment of his sinfulness.

II. After Grace (1:14-16) – We know the story of Paul’s conversion. The Lord appeared to him and
everything changed. Christ ripped the murderous persecutor from his path of death and put him on a path
towards life and redemption. In verse 12, Paul thanks Christ for strength, for counting him as trustworthy with
the gospel, and appointing him to the service of Christ. A persecutor was entrusted with the gospel. The one
who was trying to destroy Christianity is now its mouthpiece. How could this be?
1 Timothy 1:14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ
Jesus. Then in verse 16 he says, I received mercy.

Saul of Tarsus became Paul the apostle through the mercy of God. He did nothing to deserve the
forgiveness or the appointment. This was all of God. Notice what Paul said to the church at Corinth about
himself. 1 Corinthians 15:9-10 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle,
because I persecuted the church of God. (10) But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which
was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace
of God which was with me.

Why would Jesus provide grace for Saul of Tarsus? The answer is in verse 15 of our text – “that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Saul’s conversion is an example of Jesus’ mission to the
whole world. He came to save sinners, and Saul was a sinner. So were you and I and we needed as much grace
as Saul did. Christ did not leave his throne in heaven to give aid to some good people who needed a little help.
Grace (mercy) was the catalyst for the great change in Saul’s life. Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men. What is your after grace story? How has Christ’s saving grace
toward you changed your life? Do you pursue different interest now? Paul certainly did. Let us have
confidence that Christ’s grace will take us through our current battles with trials and temptations.

III. Grace for a purpose. The purpose of God’s extended grace to Paul went beyond his forgiveness.
He was cleansed and changed for a particular work. Notice Paul’s testimony to Agrippa in Acts 26:15-18 And
I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. (16) But rise, and stand upon
thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these
things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; (17) Delivering thee
from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, (18) To open their eyes, and to turn
them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins,
and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

Paul was chosen for the specific and unique work of apostleship. Let me suggest to you that we too
have also received grace for a purpose. We have a work to do. Ephesians 4:1 speaks of evangelists, teachers,
and shepherds who feed the flock. Romans 12:6-8 speaks of servants, teachers, encouragers, leaders, those who
are generous, and those who show abundant mercy. All of these tasks are essential for the body of Christ to
function. Are you a teacher, an encourager of others, a generous giver, a leader, a servant to the needy? Did God
provide His grace so that you could attend a couple assemblies a week. Or is there more? If you are a Christian,



you need to find the role to serve God lest you become stagnant. Consider your strengths. Grace is a story of
where we have been, and also of where we are going.

IV. Grace on Display. Notice how verse 16 exposes another purpose to this story of grace. 1 Timothy
1:16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all
longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. God grace to
Paul was a “pattern” or example to those that follow. Paul tells us that Jesus sowed him mercy so that He could
put his conversion on display to the entire world.

The availability of God’s grace is on display. If Christ showed mercy and patience to Saul of Tarsus,
the great opponent of Christianity and chief of all sinners, then anyone else can receive the grace of Christ? No
one can sin so much that God’s grace is insufficient. This is true because the blood of Jesus is more than enough.
Hebrews 9:13-14 – For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean,
sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

The power of God’s grace is on display. If Christ’s grace is powerful enough to change the heart of the
worst of sinners, it is powerful enough to change any who would come to Christ. Paul’s testimony is proof to
the world of the gospel’s power to save sinners and change the hearts of men. Notice 1 Corinthians 6. 1
Corinthians 6:9-11 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived:
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with
mankind, (10) Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the
kingdom of God. (11) And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

Conclusion: We need to have a grasp on our story of grace. As Paul advanced the gospel message by
retelling his story of grace, so we too can tell others what God has done for us. We need to tell others what God
has done before we tell them what they need to do. Every Christian, saved by grace, is a beacon to the lost
world that Jesus loves and Jesus saves. We must show God to them, as lights in the world of darkness that they
might glorify God. 2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

The story of grace is a continuing story of changed lives. Do you realize that you know about Jesus
because someone lived before you who were changed by the gospel message of grace? God has been changing
lives for 2000 years with the same message of grace that saved Saul of Tarsus.

Do you need to be saved? All things are ready.
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