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Help Me to Know the Shepherd

John 10:11-16

A shepherd is a term that is used frequently in the Bible. Shepherds were special people. Perhaps that’s because of the role a shepherd played in tending to his sheep.  The sheep rely totally on the care of the shepherd. The shepherd provides shelter to protect the flock from the elements of the wether and protection from predators.    This is why the sheep during the time of Jesus’ birth were carried into the barns and stables during the winter months and not return to the mountains until spring. The shepherd insured his sheep were fed.  Finding fresh and nutritious grazing was a huge task for the shepherd.  For this reason, shepherds were nomadic people who were constantly on the move. Just as important as good grazing was good water.  Preferably sheep like still water instead of the swift moving mountain streams.  Some think this is a natural instinct of sheep because of the danger of falling into swift water which would soon soak their heavy wool and led to their drowning.  In short, the shepherd’s job was protecting the sheep.  
With that background, the Bible frequently refers to man as shepherds. Isa 56:10-11 speaks of men in general as being shepherds.  Note however, he gives the description in a negative light. (Isa 56:10-11 KJV)  His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. {11} Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter.


We generally do not think of ourselves as shepherds, as much as we think of elders of the church as shepherds. They are described as God’s shepherds. I was talking with Jerry McCrea on the subject of elders and he said that he prefer to call them “shepherds” because that is what they do.  Elders of the church are men that meet the requirements given in 1 Tim 3:1ff and Titus 1:5ff.  The role of an elder is to shepherd the flock which is among them. (Acts 20:28 KJV)  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers,...  
Another passage along this though is    (1 Pet 5:1-4 KJV)  The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: {2} Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; {3} Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.   {4} And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.  Just like a shepherd provides for his flock a safe haven with proper food and water, the elders of the church provide spiritual care and nutrition for the church members.  

While elders might come to your mind when the word “shepherd” is mentioned, for many their thoughts focused on Jesus, the Good Shepherd. Out text in 1 Peter 5:4 makes reference to Jesus as the “Chief Shepherd.” (John 10:11-16)  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.   
{14} I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. {15} As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. {16} And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.


 The good shepherd NOURISHES his sheep. (Psa 23:1-3 KJV)  The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. {2} He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. {3} He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  Do you see the care of the Good Shepherd in these verses.  


Not only does the good shepherd nourish his sheep, he also NURTURES his sheep. John 10: 11  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.  12  But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 13  The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.  

Jesus describes himself in this text as the Good Shepherd.  A good shepherd knows his sheep and his sheep know his voice.  There can be several flocks of sheep penned in one holding pen and the shepherd comes into that pen and his sheep will recognize and respond to his voice and his voice alone.  They know his voice.  Not only do the sheep know their shepherd by his voice, the shepherd knows his sheep.  It is customary as sheep leave the holding lot; the shepherd checks them one by one as they go through the gate.  He knows if one is missing and also notices if one is in any special care.  Jesus tells us in vs 14 that I know my sheep and my sheep know me.

What a wonderful blessing it is to be in the flock of the Good Shepherd.  Some shepherds do not take very good care of their sheep. Stories are told how some sheep are malnourished and plagued with all manner of diseases. However this is not the case of a good shepherd.  He insures that his sheep are given the best of care.  So to be in the care of the Good Shepherd is indeed a precious blessing. 
The question becomes, “How can I enter to fold of God?”  The simple answer to that question is you must be born into it.  It’s like in our country.  To be a full blood Cherokee Indian, you have to be born into that particular Indian tribe.  Under the old Law of Moses, the Israelite nation was viewed as God’s chosen people.  He made a covenant with them and to receive the benefits given to the Israelite nation, one was born into that nation.  He is born into a covenant relationship with God.  When a person was born an Israelite, they were obligated to keep the covenant that God gave Moses after he led them out of Egypt.  Paul had such a heritage and in Rom 9:3-5 he made reference to his kinsmen in the flesh as Israelites.  


As an Israelite, for the most part they took teaching of God’s word very serious. They taught about God and His word. Listen to (Deu 6:6-12 KJV)  And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: {7} And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
While these people of God were blessed to be born into a covenant relationship with God that would one day change. The prophet Jeremiah foretold of a time to come when that first covenant would be removed and a new covenant would replace it.  Notice (Jer 31:31-32 KJV)  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: {32} Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt…   This first covenant would give way to the second covenant – the law of Christ.  Like the first, the Christian’s covenant too is a taught religion.  Christians are taught about God.  His laws are not written on the heart of man instead of on some cold, lifeless, hard stone.  (Heb 8:10)  For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:   The fault with the first was that it could not remove sin.  Heb 10: 4  For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.   
But the new covenant made provisions for forgiveness.  This was made possible by the one, perfect sacrifice – the death of God’s son, Jesus the Christ. 12  But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;  14  For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.  This sacrifice for sins will be forever.  There is nothing else coming.

For a sacrifice to be pleasing to God, death has to occur and blood shed.  Under the old covenant, it was a lamb without blemish.  Under the new covenant, it was the perfect Lamb of God.  John 1:29  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.  It is the shedding of His blood that makes our redemption/forgiveness possible.  This is why Peter tells us 1 Peter 1: 18  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.   Just a few verses later, Peter tells us that this redemption by the blood of Christ is being born again. 1 Peter 1:23  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.  Peter tells us that this new birth comes from the word of God.  Jesus said that a person can not enter heaven without such a new birth.  You see, just like the Israelites of old were born into the family, Christians have to be born into the family of God.  The difference is that people today have a choice to be born again or not. Christians are taught and then choose to be born again into the family of God.   (John 3:3 KJV)  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  {7}  Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.  Sandwiched between these two verses in vs 5 which says this new birth is being born of the water and the spirit.  After one is taught the gospel of Jesus Christ and decides to be born into the family of God; he is born again by baptism.  Rom 6:3-4.  A person comes forth from the spiritual grave of baptism to walk in newness of life.  He is a new creature, a babe in Christ.  So we have a good shepherd that invites us into the fold.  As one of his, he will protect and provide for us. 
How can I know the shepherd personally?  The only way to know the shepherd is by faith.  Faith is developed by evidence and all a person had to do is observe the universe for such evidence.   From scripture we learn about the circle of the earth and that the earth hangeth on nothing.  From scripture we learn that all the seas are interconnected and that there are paths of the sea.  From scripture we learn that Gods creation is a display of his handiwork.  (Psa 19:1-2 KJV)  The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handiwork. {2} Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge.  Because of nature, we are without excuse in believing there is a God.  Our faith comes from the word of God.  (Rom 10:17 KJV)  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.   

But that faith needs to be coupled with obedience.  Goats are more hardy animals than sheep.  Sheep have to be led by the shepherd need and they obey their shepherds voice.  So it is with the Christian.  We are spiritually speaking Christ’ sheep and we need to obey his commands.  Our faith is to be an active faith. James tells us that a faith without activity is a dead faith.  (James 2:26 KJV)  For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.   It is the obedient who are consider the faithful. This is what John had in mind when he wrote, (1 John 2:3 KJV)  And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.  John is telling us that the only way to really know the Lord is by faithful obedience.  


Are you willing to do what the Good Shepherd asked you to do?  The Shepherd is calling.  As He calls, will you answer?






